
also appears to be increasing 
with most Clubs involved in 
the special fundraiser with 
the private screening of the 
film Bridge of Spies on the 
21st October. Thanks to all 
those involved, particularly 
David Drake, for ensuring 
that we will make a substan-
tial amount for the Polio 
campaign. 

By the time of my next news-
letter we will have made a 
significant advance in our 
training programme with 
PETS in Hanmer Springs on 
the 31st October and the 
Future Leaders’ Seminar in 
Nelson on 12 November. 
Please ensure that appropri-
ate registrations are made 
quickly to ensure your place. 
Thanks to Valda Cordes and 
the Training Committee for 
their commitment to our 
training needs. 

Murray Compton  

My Club visits continue to 
allow me to get a great pic-
ture of Rotary in action. I am 
surprised just how clubs are 
able to provide outstanding 
Community Service while still 
having fun and raising sub-
stantial sums of money for 
charitable purposes. I hope 
that we can continue to raise 
our public image and encour-
age non-Rotarians to join us. 

Since my last newsletter we 
have seen the official opening 
of the 360 Degree Walkway. 
This received good local and 
national publicity following 
the opening by Vicky Buck, a 
previous Mayor and now Dep-
uty Mayor of Christchurch. 
The original developer of the 
concept, Dr Colin Meurk, was 
appropriately acknowledged 
as was the role of Rotary in 
both the promotion and sign-
posting of the walk. The pro-
vision of bbq’s at three loca-
tions on the day following the 
opening was an opportunity 
for further profile which was 
also very worthwhile. It is 
anticipated that Rotary will 
have an ongoing role in 
maintenance of the walk and, 
possibly, provision of seats. 
Thanks to Fenn Shaw and Rod 
Paton for their commitment 
to this project. 

At the same time many clubs 
throughout District 9970 and 
New Zealand were actively 
involved with the Blood Pres-
sure Campaign, lead by Karen 
Fogarty. This was again a 
great success and the Stroke 
Foundation was very appre-
ciative of our support. 

We continue to be attracting 
new members, with 14 being 
advised to me in September. 
The total for the three 
months to 30 September was 
26, with 16 of our 33 clubs 
reporting additional mem-
bers. While we are also losing 
members it is important to be 
taking positive steps to re-
place these losses. The Dis-
trict Membership Committee, 
chaired by PDG Lyn Holmes, 
outlines its plans in this news-
letter. 

There does appear to be 
growth in the amount the 
District contributes to the 
Rotary Foundation, which 
augers well for the amount 
we will be able to allocate in 
three years. PDG David Drake, 
Chair of the Committee, con-
tinues to visit Clubs and to 
send out an interesting week-
ly newsletter which I hope is 
being well distributed. 

Our fundraising for Polio Plus 
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The Wheel 

A wheel has been the symbol 
of Rotary since our earliest 
days. The first design was 
made by Chicago Rotarian 
Montague Bear, who drew a 
simple wagon wheel, with a 
few lines to show dust and 
motion. Finally, in 1922, it 
was decided that all Rotary 
clubs should adopt a single 
design as the exclusive em-
blem of Rotarians. Thus, in 
1923, the present  wheel was 
adopted by the "Rotary Inter-
national Association." Engi-
neers advised that the 
geared wheel was mechani-
cally unsound and would not 
work without a "keyway" in 
the centre. So, in 1923 the 
keyway was added and the 
design which we now know 
was formally adopted.  
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You can now pay your Centurion Fund Contributions via online banking using the following details – 
Account number is: 03 1355 0516692 03 
Name/Particulars : Enter your surname 
Reference:  Enter your club  



On October 3rd the New Zealand Blood Pressure Cam-

paign was undertaken in partnership with Rotary, St 

John, Stroke Foundation, New World and Pak N Save 

Supermarkets. District 9970 looked after 28 supermar-

kets which was a fantastic result. At several supermar-

kets there were queues of eagerly waiting consumers 

to have their blood pressure checked. The atmosphere 

was positive and 

friendly, feedback 

was well received 

and several con-

sumers were una-

ware that their 

blood pressure was 

high. Several referrals were sug-

gested to consumers. It was inter-

esting to note how many consum-

ers had their blood pressure 

checked last week or yesterday 

by their GP. However overall it 

was a very successful campaign. 

In Christchurch we were grateful 

to have the added assistance of 

CPIT nursing students and also 

nurses from the Stroke ward of 

the Canterbury District Health 

Board to assist. The Stroke nurses 

have already expressed their in-

terest for next year’s campaign!  

Thanks to all involved for volun-

teering your services, you all 

certainly made a difference. 

(And thanks to Karen 

Fogarty for all her hard work 

organizing the day—

Murray) 

Rotary Takes the Pressure 
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No peace for the wicked! Not that Shel-

terBox has been wicked, on the contrary, 

to date, 2015 has been a busy year so far 

for ShelterBox with a number of areas 

currently being monitored. The following 

will give you an idea on what the pro-

gramme has been like: 

Previous Operations:  

 Gaza - Conflict/Refugees 

 Madagascar, Malawi - Flooding 

 Colombia - Earthquake 

Current Operations: 

 Chile - Flooding & volcanic eruption 

 Nepal - Earthquake 

 Democratic Peoples Republic of 
Korea, Vanuatu, Philippines - 

Storms/cyclone 

 Niger, Cameroon, Iraq, Syria, Tan-
zania - Conflict/Refugees 

Monitoring: 

 Mexico, Bangladesh, Myanmar, 
Pakistan - Flooding 

 Indonesia - Volcano erupting 

 Yemen, Afghanistan, Mali, Domin-
ican Republic - Conflict/Refugees 

The generosity of Rotarians and the gen-

eral public following the Vanuatu and 

Nepal appeal was overwhelming. Howev-

er, as you can see from ShelterBox’s in-

volvement in other disaster areas, fund-

ing is crucial if we are to be able to re-

spond appropriately and give these fami-

lies SHELTER, HOPE & DIGNITY.  

ShelterBox is always looking at im-

proving it's product for the benefit 

of the recipients. Solar lights and a 

new water purification system is 

now standard in the box. In some 

cases the tent is not appropriate, 

either because there is no room to 

erect the tent or the buildings have 

enough standing frame to repair. 

ShelterBox responded with the Shel-

ter Kit, which means that the com-

munity can repair and rebuild their 

homes, without having to be dis-

placed. Not only has the Kit proved 

to be very successful but it is consid-

erably cheaper, approximately $75 

and easier to transport.  

Finally, if you are aware of anyone in 

your district who is passionate about 

ShelterBox or keen to become a 

champion for the cause, please let 

me know or give them my contact 

details. 

Keep up the good work fund raising. 

Paddy Quinlan -  

patrick.quinlan1@icloud.com 

ShelterBox NZ Rotary Co-ordinator  

Shelterbox Update 



Rotary Clubs in Christchurch 
have risen to the challenge of 
marking the six out of eight legs 
of the trail allocated to them, 
the balance done by the Sum-
mit Protection Society and also 
to provide those very welcome 
sausages for the walkers who 
signed up to walk parts of the 
trail on the Sunday. 
The community spirit engen-
dered by this partnership of 
skills and willingness to go that 
extra mile was really appreciat-
ed by the ChCh 360 Trail com-
mittee. 
Nearly 200 people attended the 
launch of the Trail on Saturday 
3rd Oct plus TV3 and reporters. 

Dr Colin Meurk started his 
epic walk to do the 137 kms 
around Christchurch this 
week accompanied by several 
enthusiastic walkers . DG 
Murray Compton spoke 
about the Rotarian involve-
ment and also the grants 
made by the Rotary Neigh-
bourhood Project that ena-
bled a website to be devel-
oped and a booklet to be 
printed giving excellent infor-
mation and maps detailing 
the Trail. 
 
Thank you to all the Rotarians 
who manned BBQs, marked 
the trails and were Tail End 

Charlie's for each of the 
walks on the Sunday. Your 
efforts were much appreciat-
ed and valued by the 360 
committee. 
 
Where to now, the trail con-
tinues to be developed and 
Rotary involvement is part of 
that development plus being 
involved in educational as-
pects. Watch this space as 
talks between the 360 Trail 
and Rotary develop an ongo-
ing alliance in keeping with 
Rotary's commitment to work-
ing with and serving the com-
munity. 

  

 

Rotary Steps Out — The Trail Opens  

Addington Raceway is a big supporter of St John and they have offered Rotary the opportunity to sell the race books 
again on Cup Day & Show Day with a portion of the profits going to St John. This year, they are also allowing us to 
collect donations at the gates. It is a great day out, and you can enjoy all the action whilst supporting St John. If you 
are interested in helping, please email Millie O’Grady at southisland.fundraising@stjohn.org.nz.  
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Signs can be on anything—even 

trees apparently. 

The Christchurch 360 

Trail is now open. 

Look out for these 

signs marking the 

trail 

A message from John Oliver:  There continue to be many low decile schools unsupported by the 9970 Dictionary 
Project.  This is an effective literacy project so again this year I urge each and every club to provide dictionaries to 
their schools’ year 4 pupils. 
 
As in previous years, the intent is for year 4 pupils (8 to 9 year olds) in low decile schools to 
personally receive their own copy of the Usborne Illustrated Dictionary presented by a 
Rotarian and/or Inner Wheel Member. The project is intended to be on-going, providing 
support to at least all 50 of the Decile 1, 2, and 3 schools in District 9970 – every year. Of 
course clubs may also wish to support year 4 pupils in higher decile schools. 
 
It is also the intent to provide the dictionaries as soon after the start of the school year as can 
be arranged with the school Principal.  Kind regards,  
 
John (03 304 5040) 

Words, Words, Words — Now We Need Some Action 

mailto:southisland.fundraising@stjohn.org.nz
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Provide resources and encourage clubs 
to develop and implement an effective 
membership recruitment and reten-
tion plan and set goals for membership 
growth. 

 Coordinate district wide mem-
bership development activities 

 Identify and act on opportuni-
ties to increase diversity that is 
reflective of the local community 

 Identify opportunities for new 
clubs  

 In consultation with the District 
Trainer, hold membership train-
ing seminars, usually at PETS or 
SPPETS 

  Encourage clubs to support 
new members to learn more 
about Rotary   

 Ensure all clubs are aware that 
all members of the  committee 
are available to help with mem-
bership issues 

 Coordinate activities with the 
Public Relations committee that 

In New Zealand, Rotarians share a gen-
uine commitment to membership de-
velopment – to build on our strengths 
in service and reverse recent declines in 
membership, and to welcome a new 
period of growth and effectiveness. 

The District membership Committee’s 
role is to assist Clubs to achieve sus-
tained membership growth over the 
next three years and beyond. 

The vision for Rotary in the future en-
capsulates a dynamic, vibrant and thriv-
ing service organisation where mem-
bers are proud to join and keen to stay. 
It is a service club organisation charac-
terised by: 

 Diversity 

 Innovative and flexible clubs 

 Informed and skilled Rotarians 

 Strategic partnerships 

 A well recognised, understood 
and trusted brand. 

The role of the membership committee 
is to assist clubs to achieve these goals 
and 

support membership efforts.  

The future of Rotary depends on a 
thriving and dynamic membership.  
It is only through the time and tal-
ents of our volunteers that we are 
able to make a difference to com-
munities worldwide 

Your District membership Chair is 
PDG Lyn Holmes who is available to 
assist you. 

Contact details are:  

Email: landrholmes@xtra.co.nz 
Phone: 03 3587781  

How Rotary Works — District Membership Committee 

You can send articles for the newsletter to: newsletter@riccartonrotary.org.nz 

On 25th September 2015 The Rotary Club of Blenheim South held their annual charity 
dinner in aid of St Marks & Life Education Trust.  
 
Based in Blenheim, St Marks is a rehabilitation centre for addiction treatment, mainly 
alcohol & drugs. Pierro Rocco & other Club members have been involved in this fund rais-
ing for the past 29 years. This year 270 people enjoyed a great meal, some reflections 
from past St Marks people, and Life Education Trust explaining how funds raised will up-
date their new digital bus.  
 
The main speaker, Rob Crabtree a past DG of Rotary, 

spoke about his time in broadcasting and sport commentating at Radio New Zealand.  
 
During the evening a silent auction ran as well as  2 live auctions. All the items being very 
generously donated by the local businesses and the Marlborough community.  All in all 
the evening raised a net profit of about $35,000, to be allocated to  St Marks, Life Educa-
tion Trust and Rotary projects. 
 
We expect to present cheques later once the accounting is completed. 

Blenheim South hold Dinner and Auction 



Its time to start consider-
ing your nominations for 
next years RYLA event. 
Send your nominations 
to: 
 
  

District 9970 RYLA Com-

mittee. 

PO Box 12243, 

Christchurch 8242 

email: 

ryla9970@gmail.com 

Our New Members: 

Blenheim South- Ian Bond 

    - Leslie Albyn 

Riccarton - Odette Dawson 

  - Brent Dawson 

Cashmere - Rebecca Aitken 

  - Pat Rotherham 

Ashburton - Mark Davies 

Motueka - James Macdonald 

Avonhead - Gary Keller 

New Horizons - Matthew Abraham 

  - Cathy Harrex 

  - Gabrielle Heath 

Rangiora - Liz Ditmer 

Whakatu - Peter Hillier 

On Friday 9th October a very special opening was held in Governors Bay. Thank you 
to the Rt. Hon John Key for officially opening the Cholmondeley Children's Centre 
The new Centre, built to replace the original 1925 homestead demolished after the 
earthquakes, is now complete and fully operational. Cholmondeley provides short 
term respite care to children whose families are in distress or crisis. In the last 90 
years, over 25,000 children have been looked after there. There has been a long 

association between Cholmondeley and Rotary over 
many decades. Working bees, regular donations and the annual golf tournament run by 
the Riccarton club (now in its 25th year) are just some of the ways Rotary has supported 
this well-known children’s charity. 
Most recently a joint fundraising effort between the Rotary Clubs of Riccarton and New-
market in Auckland resulted in a significant donation towards a family unit being built as 
part of the centre. The Rotary Family Unit is a critical part of the services offered by 
Cholmondeley, enabling a parent to stay on the site with their child to be assisted with 
their parenting skills and help redevelop a caring and loving relationship when circum-
stances have placed this under threat or have resulted in this breaking down. The rebuild 
was also supported by a very substantial bequest from the estate of the late Cyril Smith, 
a long serving Rotarian. The courtyard area outside of the family unit is known as “Secret 
Squirrel’s Space” in his memory” 

PM Opens the New Cholmondeley 

 
Didn’t know we had 
such a thing? Check it 
out.  
Liz Courtney has a 
new District FB page 
for us to use. It's un-
der this heading: 
Rotary District –
9970.  
Send her photos, arti-
cles and any Rotary 
ideas for the page to: 

 Liz Courtney at  lizcourtney.lc@gmail.com  

We are on Facebook ! 



  

Future Leaders' Seminar (FLS) Update – Another great opportunity! 

We gave you early notification of this event in the August Training Newsletter. 
 
Leadership, Learning, Networking in Nelson on Thursday 12 November 2015.  
 
The 2015 Future Leaders’ Seminar programme is held in association with the 2015 Zone 7B Rotary Institute in 
Nelson. The Seminar is an interactive day of shared ideas, presentations by leaders from the highest levels of 
Rotary International, the Rotary Foundation and other community and business leaders with special messages 
to inspire.  
The aims of the Seminar include to: inspire a hunger for leadership and motivate future leaders; and create an 
excitement about Rotary to encourage leaders in our clubs and districts.  
Registrations ($90) will open  this week with information being provided to clubs through AGs and the District 
Administration Weekly Newsletter to Club Presidents. Please keep in touch with your President and Secretary, 
consider attending yourself, or supporting another Rotarian in your club to attend and share the benefits on 
their return. Special deals will be offered for Future Leaders' registrants including discounted registration for 
the Rotary Institute (13 - 15 November) and optional workshops on Saturday morning (14 November). Please 
consider the cheap airfare battle at the present time or fill up a car and enjoy the Nelson culture.  

Rotary Development Opportunities for you 

Red Nose Day Report — A Message from Cure Kids 

Dear Murray, 

 

Thank you for getting REDiculous to make Red Nose Day 2015 a huge success! The contribution District 

9970 and Rotarians around the country raised, makes a huge difference to the lives of our Kiwi kids. Every 

dollar counts. And in the eyes of our ambassadors, “For you it’s a red nose, but for us, it’s a cure.”  

 

At this point, the Rotary Red Nose Day total sits at $13,403 with numerous clubs still to bank their funds, 

so we expect this total to climb! 

 

This year we saw 58 Rotary clubs, our commercial partners, 450 schools, and 250 businesses and com-

munity groups run street collections, family fun days, raffles, physical challenges, bake sales and red mufti 

days among lots of other amazing fundraisers!  

 

It was fantastic to see so many Rotary clubs getting REDiculous and giving back to the community this 

year (in 2014 there were four Rotary clubs who took part in Red Nose Day). Your contribution and the ex-

ample that Rotarians set to others is invaluable. 

 

Generous support from District 9970 and all the other Rotarians around the country during Red Nose Day 

makes it possible for Cure Kids supported researchers to continue their groundbreaking research into find-

ing better treatments and cures for serious conditions affecting our children. 

 
Thank you. Cure Kids was begun by Rotary in 1971. We couldn’t do what we do without you and your con-
tinued support.  
 
Our sincere thanks, 

 

 

 

 

 

Dellwyn Stuart 

Cure Kids Interim, CEO 



Ray Deaker 03 3220-450 / 0274 330-230 
 
Email: rayandanne@xtra.co.nz  

mailto:%20rayandanne@xtra.co.nz

